Adopting a broad perspective, Loker and Hofkin's *Parasitology: A Conceptual Approach* offers an excellent introduction to a subject often ignored or cursorily covered in undergraduate biology and medical school curricula. The book is written for upper-level undergraduates as well as graduate, medical, veterinary, and public health students. It assumes minimal background in molecular biology and microbiology, instead introducing relevant concepts as needed.

The first chapter attempts to delimit the field of "parasitology" and classify which organisms are considered "parasites." Unlike most textbooks, *Parasitology* does not take a prescriptivist tone in setting definitions and even winkingly suggests that parasites are simply the organisms that parasitologists study. In addition, instead of organizing the book by taxon like a phylogenetic catalog (the more common approach taken by Bogitsh's *Human Parasitology* or Roberts' *Foundations of Parasitology*), Loker and Hofkin arrange the book by subject. This is a conscious choice, as per the preface; both of the authors taught courses in parasitology and concluded that the taxonomic approach misses several big-picture concepts and universal principles.

The later chapters of the book continue to emphasize the fluid and dynamic nature of the field and introduce its topics conceptually, using specific examples to illustrate larger themes. For instance, one section incorporates maps of *Anopheles* malaria transmission to illustrate the impact of weather on parasite spread. Loker and Hofkin focus on the ecological, evolutionary, immunological, and public health aspects of parasitology, liberally introducing concepts like the basic reproductive rate and the Red Queen hypothesis to readers with backgrounds in disparate fields. Thus, the authors ensure that every reader, regardless of background, arrives at a unified and multidisciplinary understanding of parasites.

The book also provides an excellent molecular overview of the interaction between the immune system of the host and the shifting adaptations of the parasite. This complex interplay between host and parasite is key to future advances in targeted therapy and personalized medicine within the larger field of infectious disease. Concepts covered include the ability of trypanosomes to change their surface glycoproteins in order to evade the adaptive immune response, the role of Th2 responses in helminth infections, and the unique antibody capping abilities of *Entamoeba dispar*.

The book ends with a "Rogues' Gallery" of infectious parasites relevant to both veterinary and human medicine and carefully catalog their transmission routes, hosts, treatments, and pathology. While the authors deliberately eschew a compendium format for the majority of the book, they do provide an excellent reference in their last section, complete with illustrations of life cycles and histology. While a more advanced reader may need a heftier work as a reference, this section will serve most students well, either in the classroom or as a review for the boards and qualifying exams.

Overall, *Parasitology: A Conceptual Approach* offers a comprehensive introduction to a multifaceted and often ignored field of biology and provides a useful jumping-off point for deeper study. Its broad theme-based structure effectively explicates several subdivisions of parasitology, and its case studies are judiciously chosen and highlight important concepts with salient examples. For those searching for a reference, the last chapter suffices. In sum, Loker and Hofkin's textbook is an excellent read for both undergraduate and graduate students.
